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Time Management Study 
Tips for Acing the CPA Exam
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Presentation Overview
• The Current CPA Exam Landscape
• Multiple Choice Study Tips
• Simulation Study Tips
• Exam Day Tips
• Why Surgent is More Effective than Other Providers
• Q&A
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CPA Exam Format
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Testlet 
1 MCQ

Testlet 
2 MCQ

Testlet
3 TBS

15
Minute
Break

Testlet
4 TBS

Testlet
5 TBS

FAR 33 33 2 3 3

AUD 36 36 2 3 3

REG 38 38 2 3 3

BEC 31 31 2 2 3 WC

Optional Break – will go against clock
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Scoring Weights
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50%
MCQs

50%
TBS

FAR, AUD, REG
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Scoring Weights
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50%
MCQs

35%
TBS

15%
WC

BEC
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Study Program Considerations
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• Average study – 5 to 6 weeks per part

• Need to study 15 to 20 hours per week 

• How often are you studying?

• How effective is your study time?

• Do you need a day off?
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Study Program Considerations
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• First three weeks – do at least 50 to 60 questions per day

• After two weeks – complete at least 4 simulations per day

• Final stretch – one week before exam – redo all low scoring 
simulations and complete practice exams
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Recommended
Sequence
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FAR
• Financial, Not-for-Profit, and Governmental Accounting 
• Average study time: 105 hours*

AUD
• Audits, Reviews, Compilations, Other Engagements, Ethics
• Average study time: 85 hours* 

REG
• Federal Taxation of Property, Individuals and Entities, Law
• Average study time: 90 hours*

BEC
• Corporate Governance, Economics, IT, Finance, Cost Accounting 
• Average study time: 80 hours*

* Estimated time to progress through required quantity of Multiple Choice Questions, Simulations, and mapped learning to Videos 
and Books based upon comprehensive student data in Surgent CPA Review
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2018/2019 Testing Availability
Testing Window Blackout Period

Jan. 1 – Mar. 10 March 11-31

Apr. 1 – June 10 June 11-30

July 1 – Sept. 10 September 11-30

Oct. 1 – Dec. 10 December 11-31

Candidates have 18 months to complete all 
4 exam sections in most jurisdictions.

Testing Windows
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Saving Time on Multiple 
Choice Questions
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What Do We Really Need to Know?
• Depreciation expense under IFRS

– IFRS uses component depreciation
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Multiple Choice Strategy
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Never leave a question blank

Guess, flag the question

Spend 1.5 minutes or less on each MCQ
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Pre-Test Questions
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• Examiners include pretest questions on the exam

• 15% to 20% of the questions are experimental, they do not count

• Candidates will not know which questions are pretest questions
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Saving Time on Task 
Based Simulations
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Types of 
Simulations
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Simulation Time Number to Expect

Regular Task-Based 
Simulation 12 to 15 minutes 2+ (FAR, AUD, REG)

2+ (BEC)

Enhanced Task-Based 
Simulation 20 to 30 minutes 1-2

Document Review 
Simulation 15 to 30 minutes 1-2

Research 
Simulation 10 minutes 1-2 (FAR, AUD, REG)

Written 
Communication (BEC) 10 to 15 minutes 3
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Authoritative 
Literature
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Regular 
Task Based  
Simulation
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What are they 
asking you to do?

Document 
Simulation



© Surgent • www.surgentcpareview.com
The Leader in Adaptive Technology

Document 
Simulation

Select the best 
option based on the 
info in the exhibits
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• Do a practice exam at least one week before 
your exam date.

• Don’t study on your exam day (exam fatigue).

Final Study Tips
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Try Not to Reschedule Your Exam
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• Pick “Your” Optimal Exam Dates/Times

• Fees for Rescheduling Exam Date
• 30 days or more in advance: no reschedule fee

• 5-30 days in advance: $35

• 1-5 days: full price of exam

• Understand the 18 month expiration
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Prometric Tips
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• Arrive early!

• Bring a valid government issued ID with photo and signature
• Driver’s license or Passport are your best bet

• If your ID does not include your signature, you will need a second form of 
identification with signature (must also be government issued)

• Bring your NTS
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Saving Time With
Efficient Study Plans
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The Current CPA Exam Landscape

• Today’s CPA exam is evolving.
• Content is added at faster rate than content is removed.
• Candidates are struggling to find time to study all of the content.
• Even if you study all of the content, you don’t know if you will pass.
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The Challenge with Most Review Courses
• Most courses use a traditional linear study method:

– This method is effective in classrooms, but redundant in review courses.

– Candidates lose interest in studying because it seems like a repeat of their classes.

– Candidates waste time studying content they already know, which prevents them from 
studying the information they don’t know.

– Candidates who do continue studying have anxiety and stress due to uncertainty 
regarding whether or not they are ready to pass the exam.
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Assessment Quiz

The Leader in Adaptive Technology

No Course Expiration Date: Once you 
register, you maintain full course 
access until you pass all four sections!
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Receive a Daily 
Study Guide
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CONQUERING THE

Receive Instant 
Feedback 
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Identify Which Topics 
Need More Study Time
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Strength

Weakness
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Drill Down Into 
Specific Subtopics
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Subtopics

Main Topic
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Watch CPA-led 
Video Lessons
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Tracking, Reporting & 
Outcomes Measurement

Sharing insights to help you monitor your progress…
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Track Progress 
and Usage Times
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Know Your 
ReadyScore!
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User Outcomes
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Surgent CPA Review
Student Success Tracking AUD BEC FAR REG

Average Starting ReadySCORE 32 34 40 32

Average Ending ReadySCORE* 82 88 85 83

Average Study Time (Hours) 98 88 85 83

Multiple Choice Questions Attempted 1,259 1,053 1,163 1,158

Simulations Attempted 62 29 40 44

*~88% actual pass rate (thru 5/31/18)
Note:  Data above from all student enrollments since 1/1/16
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Contact Information
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Evan Moore, Senior Associate – Business 
Development

mooree@surgent.com
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